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beyond that which generally accompanies the con-
templation of ordinary beauty. Although educated
in the servants' hall, yet, by that singular instinct
which some women possess, she had learned to make
her conversation and manner acceptable and engag-
ing to educated persons, whether male or female.
The titled lady whom she knew as her protector
made her her confidential maid, and Clotilde soon
became the companion of her mistress.

She was not more than eighteen years of age
when an Admiral of the British navy, who visited
the house, fell desperately in love with her. It was
during the period of the great wars of Napoleon the
First, and the Admiral, being employed in cruising
about the Mediterranean, was absent from London
for long periods ; but he never failed to correspond
with Clotilde, and his letters were regularly placed
before her mistress. The girl used to turn into
ridicule the passionate language of the old sailor;
but time passed on, and the Admiral returned,
having distinguished himself, and become known as
the intimate friend of the immortal Nelson; and,
within six months afterwards, Clotilde became the
wife of one of the most distinguished officers of the
British navy.

As frequently occurs when a young and beautiful
woman of humble extraction is allied to a man in
advanced years, and finds herself surrounded by
men occupying the highest position in society,
Clotilde became susceptible to attentions which
were paid with a view to undermine her virtue.
Amongst her admirers was a royal Duke, who
afterwards ascended the throne of Great Britain;
and there is every reason to believe that manyfairs seemed most prosperous, thisr thehimself upon the persons of delinquent boys.
